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Studies on the Apple Brown Leaf Spot caused by
Pleospora herbarum (Fr.) Rabenhorst

Takeshi Hiraraci

Summary

'Apple Brown Leaf Spot’ is a new disease which causes spotted lesions on apple leaves
and brings about early defoliation. The typical symptom is that irregular and large
spots are made on the leaves. Their colour is light-brown or dark-brown.

Some lesions are usually made on leaves, but in the case of serious disorder. 20-30
lesions are made on each leaf and early defoliation occurs. When the disorder is ad-
vanced and the lesions become old, many conidia are made on them. Moreover, in late
fall, many flyspeck-like perithecia and black granules are formed on the lesions of the
damaged fallen leaves and they become into over-winter-organs.

In Iwate-prefecture, the disease mainly occurs from late May to mid June especially
when the climate is cool and wet. But the disease rarely occurs when it is warm and
dry from July to August. At this point, it is very different to distinguish from
“Alternaria Leaf Spot’ disease.

This disease occurs mostly on 'Starking Delicious’ apple trees, but rarely on other
varieties. The causal fungus is Pleospora herbarum (Fr.) Rabenh. (Conidial state:
Stemphylylium Wallroth )





