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Summary
On the Crop Field Mur id Rodents in Iwate
by
Tadashi ABE ard Takeki OYA

For the basis of forecasting the outbrek of the murid rodents, the distribution
and the food habit were investigated with snap traps in 31 different fields in Iwate
Prefecture during the period from 1966 to 1973. In this region, two subfamilies
and six species of the murid rodents ranged occupying various kinds of crop field.
The distribution of six species in each category is summarized in Table 5.

The fact seems to show that crop field has more simple characters as a habitat
for the murid rodents than forest and in crop fields Microtus montebelli is able to

become exclusively dominant because of its heavily hervivorous character.

Table 5. Ecological distribution of the murid rodents in the fields of Iwate

- . . Pady Upland Grass

Species Life fofm field field Orchard g4

. . herbivorous
Microtus montebelli fOSS')riﬂl + ++ + + + + 4+ + + + +
amivorous
+

Rattus rattus‘ arboreal ) ) ) )
R. norvengicus omnivorous + ) €D} +)

terrestrial

ornivorous @)

Mus musculus ;
terrestrial

carpo insectivorous

K i . R -+ +
Apodemus speciosus terreatrial +) + +
carpo insectivo
A. argenteus arboreal ).
+ + + . abundant + + . common +:scarce (+):rare
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