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Iwate “Hope” Declaration

High School Students Summit on “World Tsunami Awareness Day” was launched in 2016, following the
establishment of World Tsunami Awareness Day by the United Nations General Assembly in 2015. In
October 2026, we, high school students from 14 countries, gathered in lwate Prefecture, Japan. Fifteen
years after the devastation and loss of the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, we witnessed a
community that continues to pursue recovery and reconstruction with remarkable resilience.

Through this experience, we gained a deeper understanding of the impacts and lessons of the disaster and
reflected together on the future of disaster risk reduction. United in our commitment to remembering the
realities of and carrying forward the lessons from the disaster and sharing them with the world, we resolve
to take action to realize disaster risk reduction that leaves no one behind, to protect the lives of all people
and their hopes for the future.

O To advance inclusive disaster risk reduction that leaves no one behind, based on the facts and lessons

of the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, we will:

* Promote communication and cooperation by developing and implementing inclusive communication
measures, such as applying easy language and easy-to-understand signages for all, including
foreigners.

* Mainstream gender equality, disability inclusion, and intergenerational interaction by considering various
needs and vulnerabilities of different groups of people.

» Create enabling environment to foster inclusive and open dialogues among different stakeholders,

‘ including addressing existing bias.

O To build resilience before disasters strike, drawing on the facts and lessons of the Great East Japan

Earthquake and Tsunami, we will:

* Enhance resilience of communities by making schools hubs for disaster risk reduction and making
information more accessible and engaging.

» Endeavor to save lives by preparing for multiple and cascading disasters, including conducting inclusive
drills based on multiple scenarios.

* Build resilient communities by utilizing both in-person and virtual networks, including mobilizing funding
for disaster risk reduction through apps.

O To pass on the lessons of past disasters and communicate them for the future, we will:

» Balance enjoyment with learning in disaster risk reduction education by using and creating technologies,
digital and traditional tools, as well as games and applications.

+ Create communities where disaster risk reduction is integrated into everyday life, and cultivate disaster
risk reduction culture by conducting community activities, such as festivals, town-walking (“machiaruki”)
and story-telling.

Recognizing both the benefits from and the power of nature, we acknowledge our shared responsibility as
disaster risk reduction leaders to be prepared for increased frequency and intensity of natural hazards and
to take action to reduce disaster risks.

Drawing strength from the bonds forged through this Summit, we hereby pledge to work hand in hand with
friends around the world to learn and act to save lives. We will create the future of disaster risk reduction!
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