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The Nambu-murasaki dyeing in Iwaizumi, Iwate, and project for revival
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Abstract

Shikon dyeing, a traditional dyeing method using roots of gromwell (Lithospermum
erythrorhizon Sieb. et Zucc.), was once flourished in Nambu domain in feudal era and the roots
were important items to dedicate so Shogun family. The Shikon dyeing in Nambu was also
depicted in a children’s story““Shikon-zome-ni-tuite (About Shikon dyeing )” by Kenji Miyazawa,
regarding its revival. In order to save gromwell which is now listed as an endangered species , we
have developed a production method of gromwell seedlings. Through this project, we realized that
the Shikon dyeing had an important effect on the local industries and culture of Iwate Prefecture (a
former Nambu domain) from the historical viewpoint. In this report we write about our project
aiming for revival of the Nambu-murasaki dyeing which has been passed down in the Yaegashi
Family, Iwaizumi, Iwate Prefecture.
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