News from Iwate’s Reconstruction

The news from Iwate as it moves toward reconstruction

We are deeply grateful for the heartwarming encouragement and

support received from both within and outside of Japan in the

aftermath of the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, which

struck on March 11, 2011. The precious bonds created during this time

Ganbaro, lwate!
Let’s stick together, lwate!

National Governors Meeting held in Iwate
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Adopting the Iwate Proclamation

will always be cherished.

We will now bring you the latest news from Iwate’s reconstruction!

A two day National Governors Meeting was
held in Morioka City on July 27 (Thu) to 28
(Fri). This is the first time for the meeting to
be held in one of the three disaster-affected
prefectures (lwate, Miyagi, Fukushima) since
the Great East Japan Earthquake and
Tsunami.

In his opening statement, Governor Tasso
said, “The driving force of Iwate’s
reconstruction is the power of our
relationships with the rest of Japan and the
world, and also the fundamental strength of
the local people. We would like to express
our appreciation by showing you how our
reconstruction has progressed.”

The meeting’s discussion covered eight

themes / 22 topics with the title “From
Isolation to Coexistence ~ Changing Japan’s
Society from the Regions outside Tokyo” as its
main proposition. Topics such as a swift
recovery from the Great East Japan Earthquake
and Tsunami, the Tokyo Olympic and
Paralympic games, and the development of the
regions outside Tokyo were compiled to
propose to the national government.

On the 27 an “lwate Proclamation” was
adopted in which the national and the local
government will cooperate together to work on
its goals of continuing humanitarian aid,

Morioka
ensuring long term funding for the
reconstruction, enriching disaster education for
future  generations, and building a

disaster-resistant country.

The meeting ended in the morning of the
28" and the governors were divided into three
groups to visit the coastal disaster-affected
areas.

At the press conference in the end, Governor
Tasso said, “With the Iwate Proclamation
adopted, a strong message regarding the
nation’s recovery and disaster has spread out
across the country. | think this is a big step to
change Japan from within the local regions.”

Full text of the Iwate Proclamation (JPN only): http://www.pref.iwate.jp/seisaku/chijikaigi/057585.html

In Hopes of A Full Reconstruction

Entrance Ceremony by Kisenosato & Harumafuiji

On August 14 (Mon), Yokozuna-rank sumo
wrestlers, Kisenosato (from the Tagonoura
stable) and Harumafuji (from the
Isegahama stable), performed their ring
entrance ceremony (dohyo-iri) in hopes of
a full reconstruction from the Great East
Japan Earthquake and Tsunami at the
shared gymnasium of Unosumai

° Elementary School and Kamaishi Higashi
Middle School in Kamaishi City.

This ceremony performed by the
yokozuna sumo wrestlers is one of many
support  activities to  assist the
disaster-affected areas, and has continued
for seven years straight since 2011.

After a moment of silence by all
attendees, both yokozunas together with

program chief assistant Tamanoi offered
memorial flowers to the victims, then
performed drum demonstrations and a
sumo-themed song (sumo jinku).

With Iwate native Makuuchi-rank sumo
wrestler, Nishikigi, as his forerunner, and
similarly, Kagayaki, as his sword bearer,
Kisenosato demonstrated a powerful
Unryu-style ring entrance. Afterwards,
Harumafuji demonstrated a Shiranui-style
entrance. Both performances were
enjoyed by the audiences (about 1,000)
that came to see them.

Kisenosato said, “Even if it’s only for a
little while, | want to support the survivors
by making them happy. | want to return
home with my mind and body toughened
up (through this experience), and display a
good example of sumo wrestling.”

amanEo]

BRI S BRCRS.

Sumo wrestlers and all involved members posing for a photo

We are recruiting members for the Iwate
Reconstruction Supporters Team!

For more information, please visit the Tokyo Branch Office of the lwate
Prefectural Government website:

We are now recruiting both individual and group (corporate or other) members in the Greater Tokyo Area
for the “Iwate Reconstruction Supporters”. Members are emailed information regarding reconstruction and
tourism in lwate, and upcoming events in the Tokyo area. (Information only available in Japanese)

Know, Buy, Eat, Go — and Help Support Us!

Free to
Register!

Iwate Oendan
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Reconstruction of the

Miyako Athletic Park Miyako

On July 12 (Wed), an inauguration ceremony was held to
commemorate the completion of the reconstructed Miyako
Athletic Park, which was completely destroyed in the Great
East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami.

The total area of the park is 16.1 hectares including a baseball
field, track-and-field area, a multipurpose square, and a free
space area. The baseball field was rebuilt the way it was before
the disaster, with 1,268 seats for the back stand and 648 seats
for the infield area totaling 1,916 seats.

Also, in addition to the 8-lane 400m weatherproof tracks of
the track-and-field area, a 4-lane 50m indoor practice area has
been built. This makes it the coastal regions’ first to be a Class
3 Certified field to hold a prefectural level competition.

On July 29 (Sat), to commemorate the renewal of the park,
the baseball field was used to host the Tohoku Rakuten Eagles
vs Yokohama DeNA match of the Eastern League Professional
Baseball Competition. Additionally, on the 30" (Sun),

track-and-field classes were held by the runners of the Mizuno
Track Club (a prestigious athletic club). With the park’s
completion, there are high hopes of revitalizing the local area
through sports.

Baseball field in the newly reconstructed Miyako Athletic Park (Photo: Miyako City)

The Long-Awaited
Public Library Opens!

Rikuzentakata

On July 20 (Thu), the public library of Rikuzentakata City,
which was completely destroyed by the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami, was opened after being rebuilt on
raised land in the central city area.

The new library is adjoined to Abasse Takata, a large shopping
center, and is a wooden structure with a floor space of 900m?2.
Different types of wood were used to give a warm and
spacious feel, such as the locally obtained Japanese Larch for
its pillars, a generous amount of Kesen Cedar used on its
floors, and an outdoor wooden terrace deck for reading.

The facility holds 65,000 books, 4,500 DVD & CDs, and 100
types of magazines. In order for it to be welcoming to as many
people as possible, a kids corner (complete with a nursing
room and a family bathroom) and a study space for middle /
high school students has been constructed.

The opening of the library, along with Abasse Takata, is
expected to be a major leisure spot for the public and revive
the liveliness of the city.

A terrace space for reading to also enjoy
the outdoors

A spacious facility

A Record of the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami in lwate

2011.3.11

What happened that day? Let us look back at the disaster in each affected coastal area.

22.6m
10.1m
21.0m Touni Bay
e Deaths 888
e Missing 152

Ryoishi Bay

The tsunami hits Kamaishi harbor (Photo: Kamaishi City)

e Height of Tsunami
15.1m Otsuchi Bay

Kamaishi Bay

® |Injured Unknown
e Destroyed Buildings

1. The Unosumai area suffered the most damage

In Unosumai, the worst-hit area of the city, the tsunami
obliterated about 500m of tidal walls and flowed into the city
center. The area by itself suffered more than one-third of the
flooding recorded for the entire city, with 266 hectares of
flooded areas.
2. Damages to the city center and east area of Kamaishi

The tsunami hit the city center (east of Kamaishi Station)
and the waves ran up the Kasshi River that flows through the
city for about 3.5km. The city hall and the fire station, which

3,655 served as bases of operations during the disaster, suffered
flooding, and fishing equipment and facilities along the harbor
received extensive damage as well.

* Kamaishi

Kamaishi Higashi Middle School and
Unosumai Elementary School rebuilt

Restored Kamaishi Fish
Market
on higher ground.




Seven Years On: Two beaches are Ofunato,
reopened on the Sanriku Coast Yamada

. _____________________________________________________________________________________________|
On July 22 (Sat), the Uranohama Beach in Yamada Town and
Okirai Namiita Beach in Ofunato City reopened seven years
after the deep scars left by the Great East Japan Earthquake
and Tsunami.
mUranohama Beach (Yamada Town)

Two-thirds of the sandy beach had been lost by the tsunami.
With reconstruction grants from the national government,
27,000 tons of sand were brought from out of the prefecture
to rebuild the beach as the prefecture’s first artificial sand
beach. The beach office, also swept away by the tsunami, has
been rebuilt with 8 shower rooms (male/female) added.
mOkirai Namiita Beach (Ofunato City)

Ofunato City has been aiming to open three of its beaches
since the disaster, and the Okirai Namiita Beach is the first to
reopen upon completion of reconstruction efforts.

There may have not been good weather this season, but
there are hopes for it to be a popular summer leisure

destination for the Sanriku in the future.

Uranohama Beach

Okirai Namiita Beach (Photo: Ofunato City)

, ——
Seven years since the last

Yoichi summer festival

Otsuchi

On August 12 (Sat), the Yoichi summer festival, hosted by the
Otsuchi Suehirocho Shopping District Co-op Association, was
held in the Machikata district in Otsuchi Town. It was the first
since the disaster after the town was heavily damaged by the
tsunami.

As work toward reconstruction progressed, shop owners who
had reopened their shops (and those planning to) gathered to
revive the Yoichi, Otsuchi’s summer highlight, to reenergize the
city. At the opening ceremony, Representative Director Kikuchi
of the aforementioned association said, “As a step toward the
rebirth of the town’s central area, we would like you to enjoy a
moment of summer here.”

At Yoichi, there were about 30 shops on the Suehirocho-dori
(street) where the shopping district once was. Support workers
were dispatched, and booths were up selling local specialty
items and promoting tourist destinations. Events such as
mochimaki (scattering rice cakes), traditional folk arts, and
traditional Japanese songs were performed at the main stage.
Although it rained the whole day, the townspeople and those
returning for obon season enjoyed the long-missed Yoichi
festival.

It’s Autumn! Festival time!
Come to Sanriku!

Kujihiradake

m Hirono
Autumn Festival

Kuji Autumn Festival

Otsuchi Festival

Kuji 9/15 Otsuchi

N i

Location>Aramachi — Osanai

\W Location»within Otsuchi town

Location>Kujihiradake Mountain Peak

This is an event to enjoy the autumn at the
town’s symbol, Kujihiradake. There will be
mochimaki, performance art demo, and local
specialty items to buy and enjoy.

will be a showing of a glittery float.

NV
v
This has been the biggest festival of northern
W Iwate since 1360. You will get to see an
extravagant float and mikoshi parade, and
also a parade of traditional folk art

performances. On the eve, 9/14 (Thu), there

v

‘am)

A joint event between Otsuchi Inari
Shrine and Kozuchi Shrine. There will be
performances such as Kagura, Shishi-odori,
Toramai, and also Shichifukujin. This is a
traditional event with dances as well.

Otsuchi Festival Committee

Hirono Regional Promotion Kuji Autumn Festival Committee (Otsuchi Commerce & Tourism
" o quiries
Division (Ono Hall) (Kuji City Tourism Product Division) Division)
& 0194-77-2111 & 0194-66-9200 & 0193-42-8725
Miyako Autumn ) Yamada Autumn .
9/16 Festival Miyako 9/16 Festival Yamada 9/171 ) Sa n'rfl.ku Ofu n?to ~ Ofunato
Sat . Sat Location> Specially prepared Sun Pacific Saury festival
& Location>Central area, T p——

Miyako station front, etc

A festival made for the local people

to take part in that began in 1985.

There will be a contest of specially decorated
floats on the streets, dances by the

Gth

townspeople, etc.

Rikuchu Miyako Junior Chamber
& 0193-62-8458

Inquiries roy
=

In celebration of both the Yamada
Hachimangu Shinko festival (9/17) and
Osugi Shrine Shinko festival (9/18),
there will be mikoshi events, traditional
performance art at the stage, and also
various food booths to enjoy.

MPromoting the charm of Yamada” Committee

(Yamada Commerce & Industry Division)
0193-82-2515

Location»Ofunato City Fish Market

Ofunato harbor boasts the highest catch of pacific
saury in Japan, and the festival will be
using lots of them! Enjoy various meals such as the

"charcoal-grilled" corner and many other fun things!

Sanriku Ofunato Pacific Saury Festival

(Ofunato City Tourism Product Division)
S 0192-21-1922
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SCEEESETE  The Whale & Ocean Science Museum Reopens!  Yamed

The Whale & Ocean Science Museum in Yamada, a popular tourist spot, has reopened and since then has been visited by
many tourists. The impressive real-life scale model of a sperm whale hanging from the museum's ceiling is a must-see!

The Whale & Ocean Science form, and other limited-time only )
. . X scale model of a sperm whale
Museum, opened in 1992 to showcase  events. Visitors can closely experience :

Yamada Town's history of its  the rich Sanriku culture of ocean life at
successful whaling industry, suffered  pis museum.

flooding of up to 5m high in the Great

East Japan Earthquake & Tsunami. Addessmlwate Prefecture Shimoheigun
Although many of the museum's Yamadacho Funakoshi 7-50-1

stored documents and materials were Hours'g('&clt ;‘Z'roob -

swept away, the museum was able to /e

X Holidaysm* Every Tuesday
restore some of the materials and (If the day lands on a holiday, the next weekday is observed)

reopen on July 15 (Sat). New Year’s holiday
The museum provides various fun *Inventory dates (12/1~12/10)
features such as a special exhibition Feesm* Elementary/Middle 150yen
room with a 17.6m long skeletal *High school/University ~ 200yen
model of a sperm whale, a popular *General 300yen
3-D film featuring the ocean as a life Inquire at mWhale & Ocean Science Museum —— .
TEL:0193-84-3985 The reopened Whale & Ocean Science Museum

M | ili ly helpi he affi | ===
any young. people are diligently helping the a. ected and eventually sell the harvested mushrooms at the
area of Sanriku toward a road to full reconstruction. On

. - . " L " Yamada roadside station. During peak growing times, |
this serialized section, "People for Sanriku's Future", we People for use about 1,000L of kerosene ol a day to make dried
will feature these young people with their passionate g

. . shiitake mushrooms. "
feelings toward reconstruction.

For part 73, we will introduce Mr. Takashi Haga. Overcoming the effects of the Fukushima
Nuclear Disaster

The Fukushima Nuclear Disaster, accompanied by the
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Mr. Takashi Haga is a Yamada native. He attended the Japan Fungi Futu re &

Vocational School in Tottori Prefecture after graduating from Tono Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, had a huge
Ryokuho High School. Then he returned to Yamada to help run his e T impact on Mr. Haga's farm.
family business of cultivating shiitake mushrooms. His father has Shipments of all shiitake mushrooms were suspended in

Shiitake Farmer
Mr. Takashi Haga

been awarded the "Minister of Agriculture Award" 10 times in the
past at the Shiitake Quality Contest held once a year, which netted
him the status of a Master. Mr. Takashi himself has also consecutively

Yamada following the disaster. Mr Haga cultivates his
mushrooms in Miyako City so he narrowly avoided the
suspension, but did suffer from a massive price crash.
Almost half of the shiitake mushroom farms north of
Fukushima were forced to close their businesses.

"Of course, I've tested my mushrooms for radiation and
passed. My intention is to provide a safe and delicious
shiitake," said Mr. Haga. "The mushroom hunting event |

won the same award twice and he continues his work to achieve the
Master status as well.

Shiitake — Yamada’s most well-known produce

Yamada Town is known for its abundant amount of

delicious seafood and agricultural produce. Out of many, r:\‘ started last year will continue on and | plan to promote the
shiitake mushrooms, are usually known as the best LB foods of Yamada," he added as he aspires to diligently

representative of Yamada's land bounty. Often these
mushrooms are farmed using the sawdust block method,
but Mr. Haga grows his using logs from the Quercus serrata ‘
(oak, native to East Asian) tree. 3
He passionately explains: "You get more umami and a
richer flavor when you use the log method as opposed to Would you like to try
the sawdust block method. | start by chopping the logs Yamada’s delicious shiitake?

cultivate shiitake mushrooms and eventually obtain the
Master status by winning the "Ministry of Agriculture
Award" ten times.
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Comment from Mr. Haga:

Damage & Casualties in lwate As of July 31% 2017 Thank you for all your Support! As of July 312017

> e . . o
Human Casualties - Deaths (direct): 4,672 Missing: 1,121 »Donations for survivors: Around ¥18.56853 billion (94,951 donations)

Deaths (related): 463 »Donations for reconstruction efforts: Around ¥19.84621 billion (8,260 donations)
»Buildings (Total/Partial) Destroyed (residences only): 26,077 »|wate Learning Hope Fund donations: Around ¥9.02510 billion (20,336 donations)
¥ Funds are used to assist the study and daily lives of the affected children through sports and
To make a donation to aid in Iwate’s reconstruction: study activities

www.pref.iwate.jp/fukkounougoki/dayori/news/011100.html

Archive of Iwate Tsunami Disaster
~Hope™
Over 20,000 articles to read and learn

Web version of News from Iwate’s Reconstruction
Watch videos of the latest news and People for
Sanriku’s Future! The website also has many
visuals to see so be sure to check it out for more!

http://iwate-archive.pref.iwate.jp/
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